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instructed in learning and good manners." After the Reformation
the religious teaching was based upon the Bible and the Catechism.
The latter had been compiled by Dean Nowell and was practically
identical with that contained in the Book of Common Prayer.
Older scholars used Latin or Greek versions of the Catechism.
The Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, 1559, laid down the lines
on which the religious instruction should proceed.
XLI. "That all teachers of children shall stir and move them
to live and do reverence to God's true religion now truly set forth
by public authority."
XLIL "They shall accustom their scholars reverently to learn
such sentences or scriptures as shall be most expedient to induce
them to all godliness."
XLIII. "Every parson, vicar, or curate shall upon every holy-
day and every second Sunday in the year, hear and instruct the
youth of the parish for half an hour at the least before evening
prayer in the Ten Commandments, the Articles of Belief, and the
Lord's Prayer; and diligently examine them, and teach the
Catechism set forth in the Book of Public Prayer."
In all the grammar-schools, the school session began and ended
with religious exercises which varied from a few set prayers
prescribed by the founder to an elaborate service.1
All pupils were obliged to attend divine service on Sundays and
holy days. Thus the statutes of Dronfield, Derbyshire, enjoin, "I
ordain that the scholars do upon every Sunday and Holyday in the
morning resort orderly to the school, and that they go thence into
the church, two and two in rank, that they carry their service book
with them, and answer the versicles in the Psalms as the clerk of the
parish doth, that they kneel at such times of the celebration of
Divine Service according as it is in that behalf prescribed in the
Book of Common Prayer, and that they stand up at the reading
of the Creed, and bow at the sacred name of Jesus, and that as
many as be of capacity do take in writing the notes of the preacher's
sermons, and give account of them on Monday morning to the
master."
Great attention was paid to the inculcation of good manners
both in school and at the table. A. F. Leach tells us that the boys
at Wells were given minute directions about their manners and
behaviour. They were to cut their bread at dinner, not gnaw it
Examples of school prayers and services are given in J. H. Brown,
Elizabethan Schooldays, pp. 55-61, Blackwell, 1933.